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Watering Stressed Trees and the Proper Watering of Trees and
Shrubs planted in the last year or two...

[Given the extreme heat we have been witnessing
for the past several days and expect to have for
several more, this article seemed to be quite
appropriate for our homeowners! Editor]

FOR MATURE BUT STRESSED TREES…

Finally, an inch of rain the other night! At least we
hope your area received rain as we have been dry for several weeks. If you have certain trees suffering from
Iron Chlorosis, Borers, Fungal conditions or just overall weakness due to root stress from clay soils, you
should always be aware of your trees water needs during the hot months of July and August. These months
can be a tough period for trees in general but stressed trees are less able to add additional stress factors like
‘drought’ to pre-existing problems that we may have previously identified for you.

Back in May we were walking through yards which were soaking wet. Today we are seeing cracks in the soil
that can be an inch wide due to dryness from heat and lack of water. Healthy, mature trees can deal with
periods of drought but you should focus special attention to the trees experiencing other problems. You
should be watering these trees in the early morning or in the evening. Avoid watering during the heat of the
day as you'll end up losing too much water through evaporation.

Water your trees from the trunk all the way out to the ‘drip line’ aka the ends of the outer reaches of the
lowest limbs and even beyond them by a few feet.

A good idea is to place a rain gauge out in your yard to figure out how long it takes your particular sprinkler to
deliver at least 1 inch of water throughout your watering zone. Once you know that it takes, lets say 90
minutes to deliver 1 inch of water, then you know how long to keep your sprinkler activated every time you
move it to a new location.

Watering should be done every 7 to 10 days if we haven’t received adequate rainfall. Keep in mind though
that if you have trees in a low lying area you can water somewhat less. Alternatively, if you have a sloped
yard, where the water tends to run downhill you will need to water longer to allow it to really soak in. Under
these circumstances you only need to water the high side of the tree as the water will flow downhill to the low
side on its own.

FOR NEWLY PLANTED TREES AND SHRUBS…

The best rule of thumb is to water thoroughly once a week for the first full year that the tree is in the ground.
Continue to pay attention to the tree in its second year but not as much as in its first year. The tree should be
pretty well established and not require special attention by its third growing season. My wife often reminds me
following the planting of new trees, shrubs and perennial flowers... 1st year sleep, 2nd year creep, 3rd year
leap. That’s because the plant is usually established in that 3rd year with a recovered root system.

So what qualifies as ‘thorough watering’ once weekly?

The biggest mistake new tree owners make is actually ‘over-watering’. Those folks often get home from work,
grab a hose and soak down a new tree every day or two. This practice will kill most trees by drowning them.
You can water as long as you want as long as you only do it once a week. However, watering every day or
two will kill it. Roots need oxygen and do not get it when the ground is consistently being saturated.

The best way to water a new tree is to lay a garden hose at the base of the tree and turn it on at a trickle
pace. Let it trickle for an hour or more once a week to make sure you’ve really saturated the root ball. Again,
you will not drown the tree whether you let the hose run one hour or 6 hours as long as you only do it once a



week.

The best and simplest idea however, for the 1st year and even into the Summer of the 2nd year, is to get one
of those plastic ‘gator bags’ you’ve seen wrapped around tree trunks. Fill it with water, and let it trickle
moisture down to the roots. This allows controlled, non-soaking water and oxygen to reach the roots as new
roots develop and establish themselves.

Planting a new tree and expecting Mother Nature to take care of it for you, in urban settings, almost never
works out. When a tree is dug from the ground, balled and burlaped, about 80% to 90% of its water storage
roots are cut off so the tree is now surviving on only 10 to 20% of its pre-existing root system. It only has
water ‘absorption’ ability, not ‘storage capacity’ which is why it needs a good drink once a week as it
redevelops its new root system. So, what seems like sufficient rain to us isn’t necessarily what your new tree
is thinking. It takes substantial water to really soak its way down and into that root ball.

If you find our email information helpful to you please take a moment and write a review of our company.
There is a link below.

Have a great Summer.
Best Regards,
 
Craig Casino / Certified Arborist / President
Jenn DiGiovanni / Certified Arborist / Office Manager
Meaghan Mays / State Licensed Arborist
Mike Koma / State Licensed Arborist
 
Tree Green
Your Tree M.D.
Office: 630.668.4350
Email: info@treegreenmd.com
Website: Click Here To Visit Our Website  
*Insist On The Expertise Of A Certified Arborist!*

Naperville Fire Department tips on keeping your home safe

Following a structure fire in early June, the Naperville Fire Department
provided some great information on keeping our own homes and
families safe. Oil-based paints, stains, and varnishes are often used for
home improvement projects. It is common to use rags to wipe up spills
or clean brushes. But wet rags can ignite on their own and start a fire if
not handled carefully. The same is true of the liquids themselves.
How can rags start a fire? The oils commonly used in oil-based paints
and stains release heat as they dry. If the heat is not released in the
air, it builds up. That is why a pile of oily rags can be dangerous. As the
rags dry, the heat is trapped. The heat builds up and finally causes a

fire. Be aware that this does NOT happen with water-based finishes.

How can liquids start a fire? Vapors from flammable and combustible liquids can ignite, causing a fire.
There are many commonly used flammable liquids. Gasoline, lacquers, and nail polish are just a few
examples. There are many commonly used combustible liquids. Paint thinner, kerosene, and oil-based
paints and stains are some examples.

Remember, for RAGS WET WITH PAINT AND STAIN:
• Never leave cleaning rags in a pile. At the end of the day, take the rags outside to dry.
• Hang the rags outside or spread them on the ground. Weigh them down. Do this so they do not
blow away. Make sure they are not in a pile. Keep them away from buildings.
• Put dried rags in a metal container. Make sure the cover is tight. Fill the container with a water
and detergent solution. This will break down the oils.
• Keep containers of oily rags in a cool place. Keep them out of direct sunlight. Keep them away
from other heat sources. (Source: National Fire Protection Association).

NICOR Gas relief available

To provide relief to customers facing financial hardship due to COVID-19, Nicor
Gas will continue to suspend service disconnections for nonpayment and late
payment charges through July 26. Click here for more information on how
Nicor is assisting its customers
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Illinois Pandemic Information

All four regions of Illinois moved into Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois
plan on June 26. Moving forward, the state continues to urge all
residents to follow the mitigations that we know will stop or slow down
the spread of COVID-19; maintaining 6 feet of physical distance, hand
washing regularly, and, wearing a face covering. To view the guidelines
for all industries reopening in Phase 4, visit here .

Illinois is also continuing to build on this progress, launching 12 mobile
community testing teams. The testing teams will move throughout the state to mitigate and suppress
emerging outbreaks, including places like meatpacking plants, nursing homes, or other traceable
gatherings. The mobile teams operate in partnership with a network of commercial labs the state
contracted with which will allow test results to be quickly delivered. The state also continues to build
up its statewide contact tracing capacities, increasing the ranks of contact tracers by 20% since June
1 for a total of over 550 active contact tracers across the state. 250 new tracers will join their ranks in
the coming weeks as Illinois continues to scale up operations, including using new technology to
multiply the state’s effectiveness in its contact tracing efforts.
In addition, all of Illinois’ 97 local health departments have applied for funding support totaling $230
million to increase contact tracing. Those funds will be disbursed in the next few weeks.
Community based organizations will have the opportunity next month to obtain funding through the
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) to collaborate on contact tracing efforts alongside their
local public health departments.

COUNTY LEVEL RISK METRICS - The state is also launching a new county level risk assessment
tool which will help individuals, families and community groups inform their choices about personal
and family gatherings, as well as what activities they choose to do. The county-level indicators are
similar to the Restore Illinois criteria and support the state’s framework. By applying the same metrics
to each county, IDPH is using a standardized approach to monitor the state as a whole. Each county
will be assessed to determine whether it is meeting or exceeding each indicator target. Using a color-
coded system, counties will be able to determine whether they are meeting or not meeting set
targets. The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) is monitoring several indicators that measure
the health burden of COVID-19 in each Illinois county and capture a county’s ability to respond.
These metrics are intended to be used for local level awareness of each county’s progress during
Phase 4 and will help local leaders, businesses, local health departments, and the public make
informed decisions and promote healthy behaviors. To view the online county risk assessment tool,
visit here.

County Government
Leadership Changes

Due to the passing of longtime County Executive
Larry Walsh last month, Will County has made
leadership changes to fill out the remaining term.
Denise Winfrey, Board member and Speaker of
the Board from Joliet, has been elected by the
Will County Board to serve as County Executive
for the term which expires this December,
following the fall elections. She is not a candidae
in that race. The Board also elected Dr. Mimi
Cowan, Board member from District 11
(Naperville) as the new Speaker. Dr. Cowan
currently represents our unincorporated area
which includes the NWTHA. The Board will
reorganize following this fall's election.

Library News 

https://dceocovid19resources.com/restore-illinois/restore-illinois-phase-4/?fbclid=IwAR30xZQSdS7hio1YmHkd1A2Apr0l4ewKzfxsdpE76GUvbwiSOjQP7s7y_sE
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics


For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Library buildings reopened to the Public June. 15 on the following
basis:
• The library will be open for material browsing and checkout.
• Computer labs are available for use with limited services. Please
make a reservation in advance.
• Capacity at each building is limited.
• Public seating, study rooms, meeting rooms, children’s toys, and in-
person programs are not

yet available.
• The library will have capacity limits at each building.
• Customers and staff are required to wear masks while using the libraries.
• We will be reserving hours for vulnerable populations: Monday through Friday, 9 - 10 a.m.
• We will be increasing our cleaning – for instance, cleaning self-check stations after each use,
and cleaning high touch areas more often.

Patrons can place materials on hold using their account through the Library website or using the
Naperville Library smartphone app. To stay up to date on library news, or to sign-up for a digital
library card, visit www.naperville-lib.org. Customers can also stream movies and music on hoopla,
get e-books through OverDrive, read newspapers through PressReader, and so much more. The
Library Catalog, http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to download or renew
materials.

Kids, teens, and adults can now register for the Summer Reading Program! From now until August
15, participants can read books, log their progress, and win prizes -- it is that simple! New prizes for
teens and adults this year include Book Bucks. Valued at $1, Book Bucks can be used to purchase
items at the library's book sale, on print jobs, or to pay down fines. You do not need to be a
Naperville Public Library cardholder to participate and you can register at any time. Dig deeper this
Summer with our Summer Reading Program!s.

As unincorporated residents you can still elect to be a member of the Naperville Library system. Call
the Library or go to their web site for more details.
. 

95th Street Farmers Market is Open

The 95th Street Farmers Market is open for its third season
every Thursday from 3:00-7:00 p.m. in the parking lot of the
95th Street Library, located at 3015 Cedar Glade Drive in
Naperville. In addition to locally grown fruits and vegetables,
other food items for sale include baked goods, organic meat,
eggs, dipping oils, nuts, and dip mixes. Nonfood items include
flowers, plants, candles, jewelry, pillows, hats and more. Staff
has put together a set of health guidelines for the Market, which

include mandatory face coverings and other safety measures. A detailed list of safety guidelines can
be found at https://www.napervilleparks.org/farmersmarket
. 

Got Something to Share?

This is your community. Would you like to share an
upcoming neighborhood or community event?
Something coming up that your friends and
neighbors might like to join in?.Scouts selling
cookies? Touch-a-truck for kids? Want to arrange a
group to meet and talk about books, movies,
gardening (even over Zoom)? Let us know so we
can include it here. Send me an email to:
nwtha4u@gmail.com. - Editor- Jim Kopchok

Volunteers Needed

As an all-volunteer organization we count on your support to
help us in organizing and delivering events and services to
our members. Please consider offering your skills if you can.

http://www.naperville-lib.org
https://www.naperville-lib.org/content/covid-19-update#computers
http://www.naperville-lib.org
http://www.naperville-lib.org
https://www.napervilleparks.org/farmersmarket
mailto:nwtha4u@gmail.com


We can use help in preparing newsletters and emails, events
for the kids, our annual Block Party, adult socials and more!
With our current safety guidelines now is a good time to
focus on something positive!

Click here to sign up!

Please keep our advertisers in mind. They help sustain us each year in our directory and now they

can use our help. Consult your Association directory for all businesses that are supporting NWTHA.

See an online version of the Directory here.

Featured Advertisers of the Month
Support our NWTHA Directory Advertisers

Featured Advertisers of the Month
Support our NWTHA Directory Advertisers

Featured Advertisers of the Month
Support our NWTHA Directory Advertisers

Featured Advertisers of the Month
Support our NWTHA Directory Advertisers

You are receiving this email as a member of the North Wheatland Township Homeowners
Association or as an advertiser/interested party. Your email is not shared with any other
organizations. If you wish to unsubscribe please see the link at the end of this email. To change or
add an email to this list reply to this email with your contact information. Thank you to the Naperville
Area Homeowners Confederation for some of the information contained in this newsletter.

https://www.nwtha.com/contactvolunteer.html
https://www.nwtha.com/directorynewsletters.html
https://www.nwtha.com/directorynewsletters.html


Editor: Jim Kopchok (nwtha4u@gmail.com)

About Us

A politically independent organization that was formed (according

to our by-laws) to improve the conditions of education, work,

recreation, health, and safety; to foster and develop a

neighborhood plan; and to aid, assist and sponsor neighborhood

activities."

Inexpensive to join — only $17 per year , plus a one-time Legal

Fund assessment of $20 (which pays our attorney's fees if/when

we need such services to resolve community-wide issues). In other

words, it's $37 the first year and $17/year thereafter , which entitles

you to receive our bimonthly newsletter and annual membership directory and to participate in NWTHA programs and events -- such as

our annual family picnic and popular Easter Egg Hunt and Christmas Party for the kids.

President:President: Ken Hagenbaumer Ken Hagenbaumer
Vice President:Vice President: Ashley Zinn Ashley Zinn
Secretary:Secretary: Barb Kopchok Barb Kopchok
Treasurer:Treasurer: Jim Kopchok Jim Kopchok

Board Members:
Barb Angelos
Vicki Crnkovich
Todd Hector
Candace Oliva
Robert Segal

NWTHA| www.nwtha.com
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