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Dear Neighbor:
Dates to Remember – February/March/April

Monday, February 18 – Presidents Day – No School
Tuesday, February 19 – Dist. 204 parent/teacher conferences – No School
Friday, March 1 – Dist. 204 Teachers’ Institute Day – No School
Saturday, March 9 – “Bully Billy Goat Gruff Meets the Ugly Duckling”

children’s play, 1 p.m. at Neuqua Valley H.S. auditorium, sponsored 
by the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation

Saturday, March 16 – NWTHA Easter Egg Hunt, Noon sharp at
Knoch Knolls Park

Friday, March 22 – First Day of Dist. 204’s Spring Break starts after half-
day of school in a.m.  Back to School on Monday, April 1

Sunday, March 31 – Easter Sunday
Tuesday, April 9 – VOTE! Consolidated Election (School Board/Township)

The new year – 2013 – promises to be an interesting one for our local, state, and 
national governments – with many new faces in leadership positions. Some with 
whom we have become familiar over recent years – such as Congresswoman Judy 
Biggert – are no longer in office.

At our local level, the consolidated election on April 9 likely will result in a few
new faces on the District 204 School Board and the Wheatland Township Board 
of Trustees, as well as among other Township administrators.

One of these new faces will be Justin Karubas, who is running unopposed for a 
two-year term on the School Board.  This is exciting news because he is the son 
of Barb and John Karubas, who were much involved in the early years of the 
NWTHA; he attended Clow and Gregory Middle School before graduating from 
Waubonsie Valley – educated K-12 by Dist. 204 teachers.  And he is now a local 
attorney and a member of the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation’s Board of 
Directors.  In other words, he’s home grown and educated and is now giving back 
to our community and sending his own kids to our schools.

At the Wheatland Township level, NWTHA member Tom Verdone is a candidate 
for the Board of Trustees, running as a Democrat.  Also, there is a slate of 
candidates (all current incumbents) who are running as Independents.  So, this 
will be a particularly interesting election – with a diversity of views regarding the
future of Wheatland.
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Since the NWTHA is non-political and does not endorse candidates, we encour-
age you to keep your eyes and ears wide open during the next couple months and 
make your voting decisions based on good information and  an analysis of the 
many office-seekers.  There will be candidate nights, articles in the local news-
papers, and lots of info on candidate websites.  So, be sure to take ad-vantage of 
such resources before you support any of the candidates with your vote. 

Be Sure to Support Our Advertisers

Speaking of support, the NWTHA wouldn’t be able to provide this bi-monthly 
newsletter or our annual members’ directory to you without the important support 
of each publication’s advertisers.  

Since the advertisers help pay for the printing and mailing of these publications, 
we ask that you acknowledge their support of the NWTHA by giving them your 
business whenever possible.  This year, thanks to the hard work of NWTHA Vice 
President Clint Bull and Newsletter/Directory Editor Owen Wavrinek, the news-
letter and annual directory include several familiar advertisers, plus new ones.

Back as newsletter-cover advertisers are Oxford Bank, The Growing Place 
(owned by NWTHA members Rich and Carol Massat), Pieroni’s Pizza, Elect-
rical Concepts, Around the House – A Division of Hymers Construction Co. 
(owned by NWTHA member Tom Hymers), Becky Fabian of john greene Real-
tor, and Hallman’s Septic Service, which has taken over the business of previous 
Double E Septic owner Elmer Ehrhart, who has retired. Special thanks to these 
advertisers – all of whom have supported us with their ads for several years.

Also, returning as advertisers, on the inside pages, are JR Lawn Service (NWTHA 
member John Rodriguez), A & G Rental, Meadow Equipment Sales & Service, 
A-Keveloh Plumbing, eye-care/services provider Dr. Alan Knotek (who is a 
NWTHA member), American Bank & Trust (NWTHA member Tim Gerrity),
Jeff’s Small Engine Repair, Pat Drendel Concrete (NWTHA member Ben 
Drendel), Dr. Lacey Alexander (chiropractic physician), Naperville Dental Center 
(Dr. Miloslava Miller), Opal Enterprises, Schmidt Exteriors, The Democratic 
Party of Wheatland Township and NWTHA member and tutor Natalie Owen.
New newsletter advertisers this year are MACH Mechanical (a heating and air-
conditioning business owned by NWTHA member Mike Neuman), the Will 
County Health Department (well-water testing), and Karen Carlson of Coeber 
Consultants (gas & electricity bill savings).
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County Health Department (well-water testing), and Karen Carlson of Coeber 
Consultants (gas & electricity bill savings).

In addition, we want to acknowledge the excellent work of Advance Offset Press, 
which will be printing our newsletters for the 13th consecutive year.

With regard to the annual directory of members and other useful info, you should 
receive it within a couple weeks (hopefully sooner).  We are happy to say that 
most of last year’s advertisers are back again, including Colbert Custom Framing
& Gallery, Traverso’s Restaurant, Pieroni’s Pizza, Callahan Sealcoating, A & G 
Rental, Exterior Designers Inc., Tail Waggers, Play It Again Sports, our NWTHA 
law firm of Brooks, Tarulis, & Tibble, Carl’s Septic Service, DuPage Water 
Conditioning, Wheatland Realty, Showalter Roofing, the Naperville Dental 
Center (Dr. Miloslava Miller), our two Republican Will County Board reps Chuck 
Maher and Suzanne Hart, Kitchen Solvers (NWTHA members Chris & Cheryl 
Catalano), Temp Tech Corp. (heating & cooling), Service Septic Systems 
(NWTHA member Ron Laatz), NWTHA member Tim Gerrity of American Bank 
& Trust, and Pool and Spa Works (NWTHA President Ken Hagenbaumer.  New 
advertisers this year are SL Heeley Tax Preparation Services (which includes 
NWTHA member Rick Wion), Newstar Jewelers, and the Will County Health 
Department (West Nile Virus).

Also, special thanks to Aurora Fast Print, which will be printing our directory for 
the first time – as well as their sales rep Paula Rhodes, who has worked with us on 
this project for several years.

Santa, Magician Entertain NWTHA Kids

On December 8, the Fellowship Hall of Alleluia Lutheran Church was an 
exciting, fun-filled place – thanks to more than 60 happy, well-entertained
NWTHA kids, and their parents/grandparents. They were there for the 38th annual 
NWTHA Children’s Christmas Party – which included the magic tricks and 
balloon creations of Andrew Noyszewski from Jelly Bean Productions and, of 
course, a visit from Santa Claus (Greg Nesman), who listened to many requests
and wishes for Christmas gifts, and then passed out many presents to the kids.  

Thanks go to several more individuals who helped make this year's party a 
success, including NWTHA Board member Scott Bishop and his wife, Donna, 
who coordinated the event, Gerry Schremp, Carrie Garcia and her daughter 
Hannah, Laura Gerrity, Kim Coultis and photographer Owen Wavrinek. Without 
their help, we wouldn't have been able to have such a great event.



NWTHA Children’s Christmas Party – 12/8/12           

NWTHA Christmas Party = Crafts, magic, Santa, lots of gifts,
balloons, and many, many smiling faces!
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By the way, we also collected canned goods, which were donated to Loaves & 
Fishes for the second consecutive year.  The NWTHA Board thanks all who gen-
erously brought food items to the Christmas party. They were delivered by Scott 
Bishop and gratefully accepted by Loaves and Fishes. We likely will do it again.

In addition to the Christmas Party photos on page 5, a photo album has been 
posted on the NWTHA’s website (www.nwtha.com) & on our Facebook page.  

NWTHA Members Donate Cookies, Fudge to Fire Station #5

For the 11th consecutive year, the NWTHA Board decided to help celebrate the 
holiday season with a special year-end appreciation gift – dozens of homemade 
cookies and some fudge – for each shift of firefighters at nearby Naperville Fire 
Station #5 (87th Street and Naperville-Plainfield Road), which serves our area.  
(NOTE: The firefighters work 24-hour shifts, which begin at 7 a.m. each day.)

Thanks go to NWTHA Member Amy Skarr, who coordinated this effort to deliver 
the cookies and fudge to each shift. These delicious goodies were baked/donated 
by Amy, JoAnn Degnan, Owen Wavrinek, Libby Wallace, Karla Laverty, Adri-
enne Fleming, Diane Titone, Saruna Braziuliene, Kay Schuller, & Natalie Owen.

The firefighters appreciated our thank yous and were very happy to be remem-
bered by us – especially with such home-made sweets.

39th Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Knoch Knolls Park 

The first children’s social event of the new year will be the 39th

annual NWTHA Easter Egg Hunt, which will start at Noon sharp
on Saturday, March 16, at Knoch Knolls Park on the south side of 
Knoch Knolls Road (east of N-P Road, and east of Seiler and West 
Streets; park in the main lot and walk east from the Wigwam).  
As usual, the kids (aged 10 and under) will meet the Easter Bunny 
and gather lots of prize-filled “eggs”.   Be sure to dress warmly 
and to bring a bag or basket to hold all the goodies.  “RAIN”
DATE:  Sunday, March 17– but at 1 p.m.
This year’s hunt will be earlier than usual.  That’s because, due to the timing of 
District 204’s spring vacation (March 22-31) and the earliness of Easter Sunday 
(March 31), this is the only weekend that makes sense, unless we had it after 
Easter Sunday, which we decided not to do.  So, let’s hope for good weather. 
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39th Annual

NWTHA
Easter Egg

Hunt NOON sharp
Saturday, March 16

Knoch Knolls Park
(east of Wingwam)

Children Ages 10 & under

Bring a Basket to Collect Eggs

Rain Date: Sunday, March, 31
at 1pm
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“Bully Billy Goat Gruff Meets the Ugly Duckling” 
Coming to Neuqua Valley H.S. Auditorium

One of the hottest tickets in town this spring will be offered by the Indian Prairie 
Educational Foundation (IPEF), which has scheduled another one of AlphaBet
Soup Production’s popular children’s plays.  Now in its 24th season of putting on 
unique, original renditions of well-known fairy tales, the AlphaBet Soup actors 
and actresses will present “Bully Billy Goat Gruff Meets the Ugly Duckling” at
1 p.m. Saturday, March 9, on the stage of Neuqua Valley High School’s
auditorium. This show has an anti-bullying message.

Well-received by both kids and adults, the AlphaBet Soup productions are
popular because they’re both good and inexpensive – only $5/ticket.  Info about 
ordering tickets is now available at the IPEF web-site –
www.204foundation.org.

Any profits from this event will go to support educational enrichment programs 
and projects for District 204 students – specifically, those programs sponsored by 
the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation, which has raised & donated more than 
$3.2 million for such enrichments since its inception in 1988.  The IPEF receives 
donations/grants from area businesses, civic groups, parents, and staff members.

Wheatland Township Administrators in New Quarters

Rather than spend an estimated $200,000 to make repairs/upgrades that would 
bring the Wheatland Township Administration Building offices on 91st Street in 
compliance with current Will County building codes, the Town Board decided to 
gut that office space and use the facility in Wheatland Industrial Park for cold 
storage only.

As a result, the Board also decided to lease office space at 12237 S. Route 59 
(about a half mile south of 119th Street), Plainfield.  The Township Supervisor and 
Clerk are now in Suite 117 and the Assessor’s office is in Suite 111.  The lease is 
for one year, with an option for a second year.  (NOTE: The phone numbers for 
these offices have not changed.)

Some Interesting Facts About Wheatland Township

Did you know that, as of 2012, Wheatland Township's population is 81,472.
According a website called Sperling’s Best Places to Live (www.bestplaces.net),
the township’s population has increased 83.7 percent since 2000.
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Other interesting facts mentioned at this real-estate-market-driven website:
• The median home cost in Wheatland township is $317,400, which was .

3.73 percent lower than the previous year.
• Compared to the rest of the country, Wheatland Township's cost of living

is 35.5% higher than the U.S. average.

• Public schools in Wheatland Township spend $4,932 per student.  The 
average school expenditure in the U.S. is $5,691.

• There are 18.6 students per teacher in Wheatland Township.

• The unemployment rate in Wheatland is 9.6 percent (the U.S. average.
is 8.6%). 

• Recent job growth has been negative. Jobs in Wheatland Township have 
decreased by 0.57 percent.

A Little Bit of Wheatland’s History

Farming was the primary industry of Wheatland Township in the late 19th 
Century and first half of the 20th Century. The settlers in this area were predom-
inately Scottish immigrants. Early farming families included the Stewarts, Muirs, 
McMickens, Gilmours, Browns, Boardmans, Boughtons, Clows, Frys, Pattersons 
and others (in fact, relatives of the latter four families have been members of the 
NWTHA). Many of the settler families are buried in the Wheatland Presbyterian 
Church cemetery, where the historic tombstones show their origin of birth. 
Nearby and bordering townships were populated by German and Swedish families 
bonded by their respective cultural heritages. 
Since then, however, the once beautiful farmland consisting of thousands of acres 
within Wheatland Township, has been reduced to approximately 6 family-owned 
farms with more than 80 acres.
Some of the original farmhouses are still in existence today and can be seen 
throughout the township. For example, the Boughton family farmhouse is located 
on Naperville-Plainfield Road. Also, a Clow farmhouse and barn have been pre-
served by the Forest Preserve District of Will County and are located just south of 
the intersection of 111th Street and Book Road (Riverview Farmstead, which is 
depicted in the illustration at the bottom of our annual directory’s front cover).
The population of Wheatland township has grown from 1,098 in 1880 to more 
than 44,349 in 2000 (according to the census) – and, as previously mentioned, to 
81,472 in 2012.
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2013 Brush Pick-ups – Spring & Fall

According to the Wheatland Township Highway Department, brush 
will be picked up in front of your home (roadside) during the weeks of
April 15-19, May 13-17, June 10-14, September 9-13, and October 
14-18. We will remind you of these pick-ups again in the newsletter, 
but mark your calendar now.  For more information, call 630-717-
0092 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

ELECTION DAY:  Tuesday, April 9

If you are not registered and you want to vote in the Consolidated Election on
Tuesday, April 9, you have until March 12 (28 days before the election) to get 
registered.

On April 9, there will be five Dist. 204 School Board positions to be filled, as 
well as nine Wheatland Township offices, including Supervisor, Clerk, four
Trustees, Assessor, Highway Commissioner, and Collector.

You can register at the Wheatland Township Administrative Office, now located 
at 12237 S. Route 59, south of 119th Street (call first, 851-3952), by contacting 
your precinct committeeman/woman or at the Will County Clerk’s office, 302 N. 
Chicago Street in Joliet.  Any registrar can register Republicans, Democrats, 
Independents, and others. 

NOTE: There also is grace period registration/voting for individuals who     
were unable to register to vote or change their address prior to the close of 
registration on March 12. From the 27th through the 3rd day prior to the
election (March 13 through April 6), grace period registration/voting is available
– but only in the Will County Clerk’s Office, 302 N. Chicago Street, Joliet, IL.  
Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 
noon.  In this case, however, you have to vote on the same day you register –
which means you will NOT be able to vote on Election Day.

Two Fundraisers at Clow

Clow Elementary School’s PTA has scheduled two important fundraising events 
again this spring.  The first is a PLANT SALE that will begin on April 1, when 
pre-order forms will go home with the kids.  
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The sale – flowering plants in flats, baskets and pots, and strawberry plants – will 
continue until April 19, when all order forms are due.  The delivery of the pre-
ordered plants to Clow (pick-up day) is scheduled for Friday, May 10 (4-6 p.m.),
just prior to Mother’s Day, which is Sunday, May 12!  This year, in addition to 
the pre-ordered plants, a limited number and selection of plants will be available 
on pick-up day at Clow – for purchase by people who might see something that they 
had not ordered.

If you are interested in placing an order, you can contact a Clow student who  
lives near you or download the order form that’s available at Clow’s website –
http://clow.ipsd.org/pta.asp Or you can email your address and contact info to 
PTA Vice President Adrienne Fleming at eadrienne.flmng@gmail.com so that an 
order form can be sent to you!  

The prices of the plants are very reasonable; so don’t miss out on this 
opportunity!

The next big fundraising event will be the COUGAR TRAIL TROT on
Saturday, April 6, at Springbrook Prairie! Registration forms are available online 
at http://clow.ipsd.org/pta_cougar_trail_trot.html

Actually, there will be two trots, rain or shine:

1-Mile Fun Run                      $12 including t-shirt 8:30 am start

5K Trail Race                        $25 including t-shirt 9:15 am start

The above are early-bird entrance fees. After March 22 the fee for each race 
increases by $5.00 and t-shirts cannot be guaranteed for late registrants. You may 
drop registration forms off at Clow School’s Main Office.

Clow, Welch Seek 2013-14 Kindergarteners

Children who will be five years old on or before September 1, 2013, are eligible 
to be enrolled in District 204’s all-day kindergarten program or the traditional 
half-day kindergarten during the 2013-14 school year.  If you are a parent or have 
a neighbor who is a parent of such a child, it is very important for you to help 
Clow and Welch Elementary Schools plan ahead – which requires having an 
accurate count of these first-time kindergarteners.

The hours for each of these kindergarten options are as follows:
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• All-day – 9:05 a.m. - 3:35 p.m.
• Half-day – 9:05 - 11:50 a.m. or 12:50 - 3:35 p.m.  (Each child will be 

assigned to either a.m. or p.m.)

If you have such a child entering kindergarten, hopefully you have already picked 
up and returned the pre-registration form (which is due no later than February 8).
By completing this form, you are making a preliminary decision about whether to 
register your child for the half-day or full-day kindergarten program.  Also, this 
pre-registration helps the schools to make decisions regarding the number of 
students/sections, subdivision distribution, and busing requirements.  

All of this information is especially important because, in order for any District 
204 school to have the half-day program, at least 21 students must be registered.
If fewer than 21 are enrolled, a decision will have to be made regarding where 
(which school) this class will be taught and who might have to be bused to get to 
that class.  (NOTE: The final decision on where the half-day classes will be 
taught will not be made until after the final registration deadline of May 24.
However, the full-day program will be offered at each of the district’s 21 
elementary schools, with no minimum-number-of-students requirement.)

If you haven’t picked up and completed this pre-registration form, you should do 
so as soon as possible by going to the main office at Clow (1301 Springdale 
Circle) or Welch (2620 Leverenz Road).  Or you can call Clow (428-6060) or 
Welch (428-7200) to have the form mailed to you.

There will be a Kindergarten Parent Preview Night – 7 p.m. Monday, February 
25, in Clow’s LMC and, tentatively (confirm by calling the school) at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday March 6, in Welch’s gymnasium.  During these meetings (which are 
designed for parents or guardians only), more details about the kindergarten 
experience and registration requirements/deadlines will be provided.  Also, at the 
end of these preview meetings, you will be able to fill out a form to inform your
school if you wish to change your placement choice on the pre-registration form.

Then, in April or early May, formal registration packets will be sent to parent 
homes, to be completed and returned as soon as possible – but no later than     
May 24.

Orientation for 2013-14 kindergarten students will be Thursday, August 24,
while the first attendance day for kindergarten will be Friday, August 25.
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