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Dear Neighbor:
Dates to Remember – September/October/November/December

September 15-16 – Riverwalk Fine Art Fair, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Naperville
Saturday, September 22 – Autumnal Equinox (2:49 p.m.)– First day of autumn 
Sunday, September 23 – NWTHA Family Picnic, starting at 11:30 a.m. at 

DuPage River Park
Monday, October 8 – Columbus Day (NO SCHOOL)
October 8-12 – Last Wheatland Township Brush Pick-Up of 2012
Wednesday, October 31 – HALLOWEEN – Trick or Treat
Sunday, November 4 – Daylight Saving Time (2 a.m.) – Turn clocks back an hour 

for an extra hour of sleep
Tuesday, November 6 – ELECTION DAY – Also, NO SCHOOL, Parent/Teacher

Conferences
Monday, November 12 – Veterans Day – NO SCHOOL
Saturday, November 17 – “Alice in Wonderland,” 1 p.m. in Waubonsie Valley

High School’s auditorium
Wednesday, November 21 – NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Break
Thursday, November 22 – THANKSGIVING
Saturday, December 8th – NWTHA Children’s Christmas Party, 10am to noon.
Saturday, December 15 – “Babes in Toyland,” 1 p.m. in Metea Valley High School’s

auditorium
Friday, December 21 – First Day of Winter Break, Back to School on

Monday, January 7, 2013
Tuesday, December 25 – CHRISTMAS

39 Years and Counting

Like a fine wine, your North Wheatland Township Homeowners Association (NWTHA)
continues to get better as it ages.  Yes, we just launched our 39th year of community service 
on September 1 – which is a miracle in and of itself – especially considering the current 
economy and a shortage of NWTHA Board volunteers.

The first day of the 2012-13 school year is now an almost distant memory; the high-school 
football season has begun with a new head coach at Neuqua Valley High School; the first 
day of autumn and falling leaves are almost here; and your NWTHA Board is now focused 
on membership renewals, seeking new members, revitalizing our website, and preparing
for our annual picnic and general membership meeting. 
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Speaking of membership renewals, in case you haven’t decided whether to join the 
NWTHA again or for the first time for 2012-13, remember that your membership includes 
the following benefits:

• This bimonthly newsletter, which keeps you informed about what’s going on in 
our area (things that you don’t see in the Naperville Sun).

• Our annual membership directory, which includes a lot more useful information 
than just the names, addresses & phone numbers of members.  For example, there 
also is a list of baby sitters and many other service providers; a who’s who on local, 
state and federal officials; information on everything from cable TV and waste 
pick-up services to Post Office hours, physician referral phone numbers, and area 
attractions.

• Children’s social events – including the annual Easter Egg Hunt,  Christmas Party, 
and picnic games and prizes.

• Also, since our membership is going through a period of transition (as empty 
nesters move out and young families with children move in), we hope to have more 
community services (such as garage sales) and adult social events this next year.  
And, 

• Our NWTHA website at www.nwtha.com is being revitalized.

Further, and perhaps most importantly, NWTHA Board members – when appropriate –
are there to help whenever community-wide issues or problems arise.  For example, 
the NWTHA will be needed to help respond to threats to our quality of life, which have 
faced us in the past and are likely to face us again in future years.  Those issues are the 
same as they were a year ago, including:

• Drainage issues, which are ongoing in our area – but hard to resolve
• Forced annexation by the City of Naperville (not imminent, but  possible at 

some point in time)
• Widening of 87th Street from Book Road east to where the road becomes four 

lanes in the City of Naperville (east of Sunset Ridge)
• Widening of Book Road between 87th and 95th Streets
• Abuses of residential zoning roads/traffic ordinances
• Condemnation of wells and/or septic fields by the Will County Health 

Department (also not imminent, but possible at some point in time)
• Many other issues and problems that we haven’t heard of or foreseen as yet.

In other words, the NWTHA was formed more than 38 years ago because there was a 
community-wide need for it – a need that continues to exist today. 
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2012-13 Membership Drive

As is in past years, this and the next issue of the newsletter are being mailed to all of 
our member families (472 in 2011-12) and another 95 addresses in our membership 
area (those who were in the process of moving a year ago, or who chose not to join the 
NWTHA for some other reason).  The grand total of homes in our membership area 
is 567.

If we are new to you, you should know that the NWTHA has been providing services to its 
members since 1974 or nearly 39 years.  According to our by-laws, the community 
services we provide include improving “the conditions of life, education, work, recreation, 
health, and safety” in the northern part of unincorporated Wheatland Township.

Each year, we publish this bimonthly newsletter (6 issues) and our annual directory of 
members and area services, and we maintain a website at www.nwtha.com In addition, we 
sponsor social activities for our members and their children (such as the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt and Christmas Party).  And, we represent you by writing letters to and/or attending 
meetings held by the City of Naperville (City Council, Plan Commission, or Park District), 
Wheatland Township (Board of Trustees or Planning Commission), Will County (the 
Board of Supervisors and Forest Preserve District), Indian Prairie School District 204, 
and/or Du Page County (Forest Preserve District), and/or we get our attorney involved –
when there is a community-wide issue facing us. 

However, in order to continue providing these community services, WE NEED 
YOUR SUPPORT.  We not only need all of you current members to renew your
memberships, we also need to add new members – to help defray the increasing cost 
of the services we provide. So, if you know of a new neighbor on your street, let us 
know or let them know how to contact us.

WE ALSO NEED FOUR NWTHA MEMBERS WHO ARE WILLING  
TO FILL VACANCIES ON THE NWTHA BOARD: a CHILDREN’S SOCIAL COMMITTEE chair, a 
COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE chair, a WELCOMING COMMITTEE chair AND an 
ADVERTISING COMMITTEE chair.  

• The Children’s Social Committee Chair oversees the organizing of the annual NWTHA 
Easter Egg Hunt and Christmas Party, plus the games and entertainment for children 
attending the annual Family Picnic in late September.

• The Welcoming Committee Chair works with area realtors to keep track of people 
moving out and/or moving into homes in our membership area – and then provides 
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new residents with info about our association and, if possible, recruits them as new 
NWTHA members.

• The Community Service Committee Chair, over the years, has been responsible for 
coordinating events such as garage sales, arranging for discounts on generators, and/or, 
most recently, helping to thank the firefighters at Station #5 (at 87th Street and N-P
Road) via our annual donation of Christmas cookies and candies. 

• In the case of the Advertising Committee Chair, this person is responsible for
getting advertisers for the newsletter (most of whom advertise on an annual or 6-issue 
basis) and the annual directory of members and area services.  That includes contacting 
current advertisers to secure verbal renewal agreements, finding new advertisers to 
replace those who choose not to renew, and then invoicing all the advertisers. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE BOARD POSITIONS, PLEASE 
CONTACT NWTHA PRESIDENT KEN HAGENBAUMER (983-7785) AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE.

Membership, Picnic Sign-Up Forms

Very soon you will be receiving membership and picnic sign-up forms from NWTHA 
Membership Chair Barb Angelos (420-0991) – who will be asking you to renew or initiate 
your membership and to join us for our annual family picnic. NWTHA membership 
continues to be a bargain at $17 per year per family for renewals – or a total of $37 for 
new members, which includes a one-time Legal Fund assessment of $20.  (The Legal Fund 
enables us to take quicker legal action if necessary, rather than going to you for 
contributions when such action is warranted.)  

NOTE:  Please make a SPECIAL EFFORT to mail in these forms as soon, if possible 
– or better yet, now, while you’re thinking about it.  

By doing so, especially in the case of the membership form, you will be helping us reduce 
the considerable time/effort required to make follow-up reminder phone calls/home visits.

If we receive your dues by September 17 or very soon thereafter, you will 
be entered into our special drawing and could win a gift card worth $100 
of free gasoline or whatever else you may choose to buy with the card.
This drawing will take place at the annual picnic. (You do not have to be 
present to win.)

October 
2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 



6

39th Annual Family Picnic – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

The 2012 edition of the annual NWTHA family picnic and general membership 
meeting will be returning to the Naperville Park District’s DuPage River Park on 
Royce Road. In response to our survey of last year’s picnic attendees, the NWTHA 
Board also has decided to again have the picnic on Sunday, instead of Saturday, 
which we tried last year.

This year’s picnic will take place from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, September 23.
Although many of last year’s picnic attendees liked Frontier Park – because it is closer and 
located very close to a children’s playground, there seemed to be a preference for returning 
to the much more scenic DuPage River Park, which was not available to us a year ago –
due to renovations being made to the site’s restroom facilities, which have been completed. 

The cost of this year’s family picnic is a real bargain at $5.00 per person (children under 
age three are free), which will cover food and entertainment, as well as the prizes (although 
there will be fewer of them this year).  As mentioned above, you can sign up for the picnic 
– and renew/initiate your membership – by returning the forms sent to you by Barb 
Angelos.  But remember that the picnic reservation form must be received by 
September 17 in order for you to be eligible for the prize drawing. (Instead of being 
mailed to you, your tickets will be handed out at the picnic check-in table.) 

The food will be served following the General Meeting – or at about 12:30 p.m.  –
while it is fresh and safe to serve.  For the third consecutive year, the food will be 
catered by long-time NWTHA advertiser and local favorite: TRAVERSO’S 
RESTAURANT.  The menu will consist of fried chicken, pizza, penne pasta with 
meat sauce, pasta salad, a house salad, and an antipasto salad – as well as bread 
(possibly garlic bread), potato chips, a relish tray and beverages (soda, juice and 
bottled water).

We provide most of the food, but please remember our NWTHA picnic tradition and
bring a family-favorite dessert for our special share-a-dessert table.

The food will be served in the white barn-like pavilion.  And all paper plates, cups, plastic 
tableware, napkins and tables will be provided by the Board and NWTHA member Tom 
Howard (courtesy of Solo Corp.). However, feel free to bring lawn chairs and/or a 
blanket to spread on the ground – and some insect repellent (just in case).

In addition, there will be a variety of entertainment options during the picnic, including:
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1. Jelly Bean, who will be back again as our clown. She will paint faces, make balloon 
animals and put on a fun show for the kids.

2. Our favorite caricature artists Angel Contreras and Dan Laib (there will be a 
drawing for those who want a sitting).

3. The Moon Jump or a similar inflatable (VOLUNTEERS needed to supervise it)

4. Children’s games (perhaps 3-legged & egg/spoon races, ring toss, Bozo
buckets, bean bags toss, & more) with lots of prizes.  (VOLUNTEERS will
be needed for these games, too.)

5. “Guess the number of candies” (three jars) for the kids.

6. A 50/50 drawing for adults.

7.   An adult bean bag toss tournament. There likely will be a small ($3-$5) entrance fee, 
which will be used as a cash prize for the winning team.

DIRECTIONS TO PICNIC SITE: DuPage River Park is about 4-5 miles east of Knoch 
Knolls Park.  Take 87th or 95th Street east to Washington Street.  Turn right and go south 
on Washington to where it intersects with Naper Boulevard/Weber Road.  Turn right and 
go south on Naper/Weber to the first traffic light, which is at Royce Road.  Turn left and go 
to the park entrance, which is less than a half mile east on the right of Royce.  Look for the 
silo and white shelter. Follow the entrance road to the parking lots at left.   

Don’t be confused by the sign that says DuPage River Park at the intersection of Royce 
and Naper/Weber.  An extension of the park – with tennis courts – is located at this spot, 
but it is not our picnic location (turn left and go east on Royce, per the directions). 

General Membership Meeting

Prior to the serving of food at the picnic, we will have our annual General Meeting of 
members to elect NWTHA officers and Board members for 2012-13, and to vote on the 
minutes of last year’s meeting, the 2011-12 Treasurer’s report, and the 2012-13 budget.  
This meeting is required by our NWTHA by-laws. 

In addition, this meeting provides an opportunity to ask questions or discuss any other 
issues or problems that may be on your mind.
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Proposed Budget – 2012-13                         Revenues Expenditures

Opening Cash Balance: (9/1/12)  $1,942.30

Membership (465 members)                                      $7,905.00 $   200.00
Welcoming                                                                         0.00 50.00
Community Service                                                    0.00 50.00
Roads/Traffic & Safety                  0.00 50.00
Children Social                                                                    0.00           1,800.00
Picnic                                               1,200.00           4,000.00
Newsletter                                        4,200.00           6,000.00
Annual Directory                                                          3,480.00           1,350.00
Postage                                                                              0.00 1,450.00
Web Site                                        1,000.00 1,000.00
Insurance                                                 0.00              875.00
Interest                                                   0.00                  0.00
Misc.                                                                           0.00 160.00

TOTAL                                                                     $17,785.00       $16,985.00

Slate of Candidates – Officers

President – Ken Hagenbaumer – A resident of Wheatland View since 1984 – Moved to 
our area from Quincy, where he was born and raised – Married for 43 years to Cindy; they 
have three adult children: Chris, Clark & Kara – Served in Vietnam with the Illinois 
National Guard in 1968-69 – Has an Associate Degree in business management from
Northwest Missouri State University – He’s been in the swimming pool business for more 
than 30 years – Started working for Pool and Spa Works in 1990, became its owner in 
1995, and commutes to his company’s new office building in New Lenox – Also is an 
owner of Midwest Truck Works, which sells a wide variety of accessories (everything 
from floor mats to nerf bars) for SUVs, trucks and autos from the same office complex in 
New Lenox – Has served on the Naperville Fire Protection District Board of Directors for 
21 years, including the past 14 years as its president – Appointed to the NWTHA Board in 
August 2003, serving as Treasurer for the next five years – Has been our NWTHA 
president for the last four years (2008-2012). 

Vice President – Clint Bull – A resident of Sunset Ridge for 24 years – Moved here from 
Dallas in 1988 – Born in California, he has lived in about 10 different states, most of them 
in the Midwest – Has a B.S. in business from the University of Kansas – Spent his first 13 
years in sales and management within the medical and industrial research markets, calling 
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on researchers – Worked 13 years with a small computer technology company (serving as 
president and CEO for six years), followed by six years with Edward Jones in Lisle – For 
the last six years, he has worked as an independent financial advisor for LPL Financial in 
Naperville – Served as a member of the Board of Directors for the Lisle Chamber of 
Commerce for six years – Also, he served on the Lisle C of C’s Ambassadors Committee, 
which is a lot like the NWTHA Welcoming Committee he has chaired the past four years.  

Treasurer – Rick Peabody – Raised in Aurora, Rick has lived in Wheatland View for 
about 34 years – A graduate of the U. of Illinois with a bachelor’s degree in finance, he 
worked in the banking business for 35 years – Currently drives a bus for First Student 
Transportation Company, transporting students from Indian Prairie School District 204 – A
past president of the Champaign-Urbana Jaycees, the Kiwanis and Lions Clubs in 
Naperville and the Rotary Club in Elk Grove Village – Now serves on the boards of 
several Chicago-area not-for- profits, including the Aurora Regional Fire Museum – For 
several years, Rick and his wife, Julie, volunteered many hours as members of the 
Waubonsie Valley High School Booster Club and they were in charge of concessions at 
football & basketball games – Served on the Booster Club’s board of directors for eight 
years – Has served on the NWTHA Board as treasurer, secretary and chairman of the 
Community Service and Roads, Traffic & Safety Committees (1980-90), was chair of the 
Board’s Newsletter Advertising Committee in 2008-09, and has been our treasurer for the 
past three years. 

Secretary – Linda Woodring – Resident in Country View Estates since 1993 – Born in
Oak Park, grew up in Elmhurst and graduated from Willowbrook High School – Retired 
after 34 years as an administrative assistant for an electrical contractor in Bensenville –
Former president and current vice president of the Hedgehog Welfare Society, she shares 
her home with three hedgehogs, one of which is a Permanent Grand Champion – After 
attending Naperville’s Citizen Police Academy, she joined (as a citizen volunteer) the 
Naperville Police Department’s Community Radio Watch program, which required nine 
months of training – Her husband, Jim, an industrial hygienist at Argonne Labs and a 
participant in that Community Radio Watch program, has volunteered to be a member of 
the NWTHA’s Roads, Traffic & Safety Committee – Despite a busy schedule, she will be
serving her second year as NWTHA secretary. 

Candidates – Board of Directors

Barb Angelos (3-year term) – Has lived in Country View Estates for 33 years – A native 
of Chicago, she moved here after living in Bolingbrook for seven years – Worked as a 
secretary at Argonne Labs for 13 years, earned a B.S. in computer science at North Central 
College, then worked as a computer professional at Fermi Labs for 13 years before retiring 
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four years ago – A former NWTHA Secretary and Treasurer (and a lifetime NWTHA
member), she has served as our Membership Committee chairperson for the past nine 
years.

(Four VACANT Board Positions – Chairs of Advertising, Children’s 
Social, Community Service and Welcoming Committees – see pages 4 and 
5) -- (Nominations can be made from floor during the General Meeting.) 

NWTHA Advertisers to Be Invited to Exhibit at Picnic Again

The last two years we have tried something new by inviting a few of our newsletter and/or 
directory advertisers and others to exhibit their products/services at the picnic site.  Since 
this is essentially a service to both the vendors and NWTHA members, the Board has 
decided to do it again this year – with the help of NWTHA Treasurer Rick Peabody, who 
did a great job suggesting and organizing this event the last two years.  

Voter Registrar to Attend Picnic

As in past years, we also plan to have someone at the picnic who can register new residents 
and/or anyone who isn’t currently registered to vote.  This person likely will be NWTHA 
Board member (Roads, Traffic & Safety Committee Chairman) Scott Bishop who was 
elected a Precinct Committeeman in March.

Remember that in order to register, you must bring two picture IDs and proof of current 
address.

NWTHA Volunteers Needed at Picnic

Speaking of the September 23 picnic, the NWTHA Board needs help beyond what its 
current seven directors can provide.  A year ago, we had 10 directors, so it’s going to 
be an even more challenging task to plan and execute this year’s event.  In other 
words, we need the help of volunteers to help with setup and clean-up, to serve the 
food, to help with the children’s games, and to monitor the inflatable.  As a result, we 
are asking NWTHA members to consider helping out as volunteers at the picnic.  
Please check the appropriate box when you send in your annual dues, call NWTHA 
President Ken Hagenbaumer at 983-7785, or email him at k.hagenb@comcast.net

The Board has decided upon the menu and is in the process of ordering the food and 
beverages, planning and coordinating the children’s games and other entertainment, and 
overseeing the solicitation and distribution of the prizes.  
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Picnic Prizes

Although we again were able to have plenty of prizes for 2011 picnic-goers, we now 
have fewer Board members and – as we just mentioned – not enough volunteers.  
Also, the current economy has continued to be hard on local businesses, which is 
making it even harder to get prize donations this year.

Nevertheless, as always, we will do our best.  In fact, we already have sent letters to 
potential prize donors and received many favorable responses.

NOTE: If you or someone you know can donate a prize, please call 
NWTHA Board Member Scott Bishop at 788-9910 or email him at 
smovesalot@yahoo.com Or, contact NWTHA President Ken 
Hagenbaumer at 983-7785 or email him at k.hagenb@comcast.net

So far, we have received prizes from: Allied Waste Services, Arlington Park Race Track, 
Bolingbrook Golf Club, Hilton Hotel (Lisle), Pancake Café, A & G Rental, Dolce Amore
Restaurant, Steve's Car Wash, Biaggi’s Ristorante, Francesca’s Passaggio Restaurant, Play 
It Again Sports, Discount Tire, Massage Envy, Upscale Male, Wheatland Township 
Assessor Kelly Lord, Boughton Ridge (9-Hole) Golf Course, The Melting Pot, Johnny's 
Red Hots, New Balance, Mimi’s Café, Colbert Custom Framing & Art Printing, Naperville 
Brunswick Bowl, Caputo's Fresh Market, Sports Clips, Play ‘n Trade, Fontano’s Subs,
Tamarack Golf Course, and JR Lawn Service (NWTHA member John Rodriguez).

In addition, prizes have been donated by Midwest Fit Club, Winestyles, Rito's Mexican 
Restaurant, Aurora Roller Skate Center, NWTHA members Jay/Pat Kobus (golf balls),
NWTHA member Carolyn Leech (Universal Spirit Yoga lessons), J. C. Licht Paint 
Company, Noodles & Company (South Naperville), Buikema’s Ace Hardware, Dr. 
Douglas Anderson (teeth whitening), The Learning Express, Hollywood Palms Cinema, 
NWTHA Member/Dr. Alan Knotek (eye care), Culver’s of Aurora, Bike Line, Shedd 
Aquarium, Naperville Running Company, Fox and the Hound Wagner Farms, Nail Work 
Salon, S.L. Heeley Tax Preparation Services, Chaser’s Laser Tag (NWTHA members Rich 
and Dawn Cieslak), Thai Orchid Restaurant, YMCA and Dairy Queen (Leverenz Plaza).

Leverenz Road Repaved

Those NWTHA members who live along Leverenz Road and/or those who often use it for 
east-west travel can thank the Wheatland Township Highway Department for repaving this 
heavily trafficked street in August.  Although repaving Leverenz was not contemplated or 
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planned at the beginning of the year, Highway Commissioner Dayton Jarnagin indicated 
that there was a little extra in his Road Fund to enable him to do it.

Last Two Brush Pick-ups in September and October 

Don’t forget that the Wheatland Township Highway Department will be making its last 
two brush pick-ups of the year – in front of your home (roadside) – during the weeks of
September 10-14 and October 8-12.

Remember that all branches and other brush must be out by the "curb" before 7 a.m. on the 
first day of each designated week.  (But it will continue to be picked up into the following 
week, if necessary.)  Place the brush as neatly as possible – cut ends toward the street and 
parallel toward each other.  [NOTE: Do NOT cut branches into short pieces; long branches 
work best.  Also, there should be no evergreens and no trimmings, small twigs/snippings, 
clippings, roots (they can hide stones), bags or cans filled with grass clippings/leaves, or 
tied bundles.]

The brush is turned into wood chips, which are available free of charge to township
residents – for mulching or other purposes.  To place an order (by the truck load 
only), call 717-0092 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Will County Gets A+ for Transparency

Will County Board members Chuck Maher (R-Naperville) and Suzanne Hart (R-
Naperville) report that Will County is setting an example for local governments throughout 
the nation when it comes to transparency and accountability.  Earlier this year, the County 
was the recipient of a Sunny Award, which honors the most transparent government 
websites in the nation. 

In fact, the County received a perfect transparency score when Sunshine Review, a 
publication distributed by a national nonprofit organization dedicated to government 
transparency, analyzed more than 6,000 government websites. (NOTE: The Sunny Award
was given to less than 4 percent of those websites analyzed.)

“Government should be an open book,” said Maher, chair of the Board’s Capital 
Improvements Committee and vice-chair of the Finance Committee.  “In Will County,
residents are fortunate to have access to every single page of that book and, with the help 
of technology, can do so quickly and easily.  If anyone has questions about this 
information, we encourage active participation. We are working extra hard to make sure 
everyone has a voice and every voice is heard.”

For the 2012 awards, editors at Sunshine Review graded more than 6,000 government 
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planned at the beginning of the year, Highway Commissioner Dayton Jarnagin indicated 
that there was a little extra in his Road Fund to enable him to do it.

Last Two Brush Pick-ups in September and October 

Don’t forget that the Wheatland Township Highway Department will be making its last 
two brush pick-ups of the year – in front of your home (roadside) – during the weeks of
September 10-14 and October 8-12.

Remember that all branches and other brush must be out by the "curb" before 7 a.m. on the 
first day of each designated week.  (But it will continue to be picked up into the following 
week, if necessary.)  Place the brush as neatly as possible – cut ends toward the street and 
parallel toward each other.  [NOTE: Do NOT cut branches into short pieces; long branches 
work best.  Also, there should be no evergreens and no trimmings, small twigs/snippings, 
clippings, roots (they can hide stones), bags or cans filled with grass clippings/leaves, or 
tied bundles.]

The brush is turned into wood chips, which are available free of charge to township
residents – for mulching or other purposes.  To place an order (by the truck load 
only), call 717-0092 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Will County Gets A+ for Transparency

Will County Board members Chuck Maher (R-Naperville) and Suzanne Hart (R-
Naperville) report that Will County is setting an example for local governments throughout 
the nation when it comes to transparency and accountability.  Earlier this year, the County 
was the recipient of a Sunny Award, which honors the most transparent government 
websites in the nation. 

In fact, the County received a perfect transparency score when Sunshine Review, a 
publication distributed by a national nonprofit organization dedicated to government 
transparency, analyzed more than 6,000 government websites. (NOTE: The Sunny Award
was given to less than 4 percent of those websites analyzed.)

“Government should be an open book,” said Maher, chair of the Board’s Capital 
Improvements Committee and vice-chair of the Finance Committee.  “In Will County,
residents are fortunate to have access to every single page of that book and, with the help 
of technology, can do so quickly and easily.  If anyone has questions about this 
information, we encourage active participation. We are working extra hard to make sure 
everyone has a voice and every voice is heard.”

For the 2012 awards, editors at Sunshine Review graded more than 6,000 government 

websites using a 10-point transparency checklist.  The editors looked at the content 
available on each of these websites and graded them according to what, in their opinion,  
should be provided.  For example, they were looking for information on items such as 
budgets, meetings, lobbying, financial audits, contracts, public records and taxes.  

The winners of the Sunny Award all received an “A” grade as a result of the extensive 
grading process.  However, Will County received an A+.

“We were honored to receive this award, but it should come as no surprise,” said Hart.  
“As elected representatives, our doors are always open and we welcome residents’ input 
anytime. In addition, the county’s website is a great window into our activities, and we are 
constantly updating it in order for our residents to have access to important information.”

One critical issue the Will County Board has worked on over the summer concerns 
protecting residents from groundwater contamination.  Recently, the Illinois Pollution 
Control Board (IPCB) decided that local quarries can accept demolition debris without 
monitoring groundwater for possible contamination.  

Since quarries have depths close to the water table, this IPCB decision puts local drinking 
water at risk, according to Maher. There are 11 quarries in Will County accepting 
demolition debris, and there are 398 private wells and 43 public wells providing drinking
water for 350,000 local residents.

“It’s simply not acceptable for the State of Illinois to put our residents’ drinking water at 
risk,” said Maher.  “The cost for quarries to monitor groundwater is very minimal 
compared to the high cost of cleaning up contaminated water.  We have been fighting hard 
to protect our residents and working to get this decision reversed.”

With regard to other public policy matters, Hart has been appointed president of the Illinois 
Association of Conservation and Forest Preserve Districts, as well as a board member of 
the Illinois Association of Park Districts’ Joint Legislative Committee.  Her involvement in 
both organizations will give Wheatland Township and other Will County residents a strong 
advocate for issues and concerns related to local conservation and recreation.

Maher and Hart encourage residents to contact them at any time regarding this and any 
other issues.  You can email Maher at chuck.maher@gmail.com and Hart at 
suzannehartwillcounty@yahoo.com.

In addition, you can follow the Will County Board’s activities online at:
www.willcountyboard.com or www.facebook.com/willcounty or 
www.twitter.com/willcountyboard
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Wheatland Township Admin Building Cited for Numerous Code Violations

As a result of an anonymous complaint, the Will County Land Use Department’s Building 
Division has inspected both the interior and exterior of the Wheatland Township Administra-
tion Center on 91st Street. As a result of inspections made on August 7 and 8, the building 
was cited for “numerous code violations” and “life safety concerns.”

Although there were some violations that can easily be corrected – such as inoperable 
emergency lighting in the “toilet room,” there also were several other more serious and more-
expensive-to-correct violations, including a lack of roof venting, various plumbing and 
electrical problems, and a need for functioning gutters and downspouts, which may be related 
to water (roof) drainage issues that have resulted in damage to the building’s interior.  

According to a letter signed by Elizabeth Dunn, Manager, Property Maintenance and Zoning 
Code Enforcement, the township’s administrative facility “needs to be brought into com-
pliance with all Will County codes and ordinances.”  Further, such “corrective action needs 
to be completed within 30 days” of the receipt of that letter (which was dated August 10).   

According to Township Supervisor Todd Morse, an architect was hired to consider the code 
violations and to recommend a course of action.  Apparently that architect has indicated that it 
would cost more to make the required repairs than it would to level the old building.  

Of course, if you do that, you first have to find a place to house township employees and to 
conduct township business – while a new facility is being built.  However, this course of 
action conflicts with a directive from township residents in late 2011 (the conclusion of 
several Town Meetings), which was to sell the property purchased for that purpose at Route 
59 and 103rd Street – and to use the proceeds from that sale to pay for rehabbing the existing 
admin center.  

In other words, since Wheatland residents are unlikely to approve tearing down the old 
structure and building a new one, another political stalemate and rhetoric lie ahead.

So, stay tuned for the next deplorable episode of Extreme Makeover.

ELECTION DAY:  Tuesday, November 6

If you are not registered and you want to vote in the General Election on November 6, you 
have until October 9 (30 days before the election) to get registered.

Although there is no election for township or Dist. 204 School Board positions, you will be 
electing a U.S. President, U.S. Congress representatives and other federal, state and Will 
County officials.  The Will County positions up for election include Auditor, Coroner, 
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Chief Executive Officer, Circuit Clerk, Recorder of Deeds, State’s Attorney, and the Will 
County Board of Commissioners (we will be represented by two commissioners – instead 
of the current six – who will be elected to serve the new District 11 starting December 1).

You can register to vote at our annual NWTHA picnic or at the Wheatland Township 
Administration Center, 31W236 91st Street (call first, 851-3952) or by contacting new 
Precinct 6 Committeeman (and NWTHA Roads, Traffic & Safety Committee Chairman)
Scott Bishop (788-9910) or Will County Board members Chuck Maher (642-2616) or 
Suzanne Hart (745-7783).  Any registrar can register Republicans, Democrats, 
Independents, and any others. 

NOTE: There also is grace period registration/voting for individuals who were unable to 
register to vote or change their address prior to the close of registration on October 9.
This grace period extends from the 27th through the 7th day prior to an election (October 
10-31), but this grace period registration/voting is only available in the Will County 
Clerk’s Office, 302 N. Chicago Street, Joliet, IL.  Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon.  In this case, however, you have to vote
on the same day you register. As a result, you will NOT be voting on Election Day.

New Precincts and Polling Places

When voting on November 6 (6 a.m. to 7 p.m.), NWTHA members will be going to the 
same polling-place where they voted in the March 6 General Primary.  If you did not vote 
in the Primary, be sure to go to the new polling place listed below. In the process of 
redistricting, Will County eliminated a total of 142 precincts, which means 1,200 to 1,300 
registered voters per precinct.  As a result, NWTHA members reside and now vote in five
of Wheatland Township’s 30 precincts (previously, there were 40 precincts):

Precinct #5 – Residents of Shell Lake & the west side of Book Road now vote in
                        the Stillwater Clubhouse, 2308 87th Street
Precinct #6 – Residents of Country View Estates, Wheatland View (north side and
                        north of Leverenz Road and east of Book Road, including Acorn Estates)
                        vote at Clow Elementary School, 1301 Springdale Circle
Precinct #7 – Residents of Sunset Ridge vote in the Breckenridge Clubhouse,
                        2852 Breckenridge Lane
Precinct #9 – Residents of Wheatland View (south side and south of Leverenz and
                       east of Book, including Curtis, Davidson and Joyce) vote at Gregory Middle
                       School, 2621 Springdale Circle 
Precinct #10 – Residents of River Crest & on Knoch Knolls Road or Mayfield Court
                          continue to vote at the Breckenridge Clubhouse, 2852 Brecken-
                          ridge Lane

October 
2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 

2012

September-
October 



16

The first day for Early Voting is Monday, October 22; the last day is Saturday, Novem-
ber 3.  Although you can cast such votes at the County Clerk’s office in Joliet, the most 
convenient Early Voting location for you is the Wheatland Township Administration 
Center at 31W236 91st Street (Wheatland Industrial Park) – between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday or 9 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday –
also from October 22 through November 3.

Early Voting

Absentee Ballots 

If you have or know of a college student who is registered to vote in Wheatland Township 
but is away at school, if you are an incapacitated or disabled voter, if you expect to be out 
of the county/state/country on Election Day or if you will be engaged in election duties or 
will be an election judge serving outside your precinct, that student or you can still vote by 
absentee ballot.  

To get an application for an absentee ballot, call the Will County Clerk's office (1-815-
740-4632) or you can fill out a ballot request form online by visiting the clerk’s website at  
http://www.willclrk.com/images/webnsv/absentee2.htm After completing and returning 
the application, you will receive a ballot, which you must complete and then return to the 
Clerk by Election Day. (NOTE
Or, you can cast an absentee ballot in person at the Clerk's office (September 27 through 

: The first day for return-mailing those ballots is Sept. 27.

October 20 or on Monday, November 5).

Voter Information Guide

In October, registered voters will be mailed a Voter Information Guide, which contains 
details about the November 6 General Election, including polling places and information 
about how to become an election judge for future elections.  Also, this mailing will include 
a sample ballot that includes all the candidates for whom you are eligible to vote.

For more information about the election – and post-election results, visit the Will County 
Clerk’s website at www.thewillcountyclerk.com

Next AlphaBet Soup Performance Is November 17:  “Alice in Wonderland”

Due to the popularity of the children’s plays performed by AlphaBet Soup Productions, the 
Indian Prairie Educational Foundation has scheduled three more of them in 2012-13.  Now 
in its 25th season, AlphaBet Soup specializes in unique, original renditions of well-known 
fairy tales, such as this fall’s selection, “Alice in Wonderland,” which will be performed 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, November 17, at the Waubonsie Valley High School auditorium.  
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The next play will be a holiday-season presentation called “Babes in Toyland,” which 
will be performed at 1 p.m. on Saturday, December 15, in the Metea Valley High School 
auditorium (on Eola Road, just south of Diehl). Then, in the spring of 2013, “Bully Billy 
Goat Gruff Meets the Ugly Duckling” will be presented at 1 p.m. Saturday, March 9,
in the Neuqua Valley High School auditorium. 

Well-received by kids and adults, Alphabet Soup’s presentations are popular because 
they’re both good and inexpensive – only $5.00 per ticket. Info about ordering tickets is 
available at the IPEF’s website: www.204foundation.org

Any profits from these performances will go to support educational enrichment programs 
and projects for District 204 students – sponsored by the Foundation, which has raised and 
donated more than $3 million for such enrichments since its establishment in 1988.  The 
Foundation receives donations from area businesses, civic groups, foundations, staff 
members, parents, and other residents.

Mark your calendar NOW.  The NWTHA’s 38th annual Children’s Christmas Party has 
been scheduled for 10 a.m. to Noon on Saturday, December 8, at Alleluia Lutheran 
Church, which is located at 103rd Street and Book Road.  That’s an hour earlier and a a 
different location than past years.  But the NWTHA Board decided that continuing to 
use the commons area of Gregory Middle School would be too expensive.  We will save 
money by having the party at Alleluia Church’s Fellowship Hall, where the total rental 
cost will be one-third what we’ve been paying for similar space at Gregory. 

As in past years, prior to Santa’s arrival, entertainment will be provided by popular 
magician Andrew Noyszewski of Jelly Bean Productions, who also will be twisting 
balloons after his performance.  Look for the final details in the next  
(November/December) newsletter.

Children’s Christmas Party

Newsletter Ad Rates

Advertising in our newsletter’s inside pages on an issue-by-issue basis (with copy changes 
allowed in each issue) costs $60 for a full-page display ad; $30 for a ½-page ad; and $15 
for a ¼-page ad – all for one-time placements.  For more placements, multiply these rates 
by the number of issues in which you want your ad to run.   Since our rates are already 
very low, we don’t offer further discounts. Also, you can place a classified ad in the 
newsletter for the low rate of only $1.00 for the first 10 words, plus 5 cents for each word 
thereafter (no charge for your phone number).  The next step: call Editor Owen Wavrinek 
at 630-800-10017. 17
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