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Dear Neighbor:
Dates to Remember – February/March/April

Monday, February 20 – Presidents Day – No School
Tuesday, February 21 – Dist. 204 parent/teacher conferences – No School
Friday, March 2 – Dist. 204 Teachers’ Institute Day – No School
Saturday, March 10 – “Beauty and the Beast” children’s play, 1 p.m.   

at Neuqua Valley H.S. auditorium, sponsored by the
Indian Prairie Educational Foundation

Tuesday, March 20 – General Primary – VOTE!!
Friday, March 23 – First Day of Dist. 204’s Spring Break starts after half-

day of school in a.m.  Back to School on Monday, April 2 
Saturday, April 7 – NWTHA Easter Egg Hunt, Noon sharp at   

Knoch Knolls Park
Sunday, April 8 – Easter Sunday

Although our winter weather has been relatively mild so far,  most of us are now 
ready for the arrival of spring.  Even though a majority of NWTHA members 
were born and raised in Chicagoland – and even though we like the seasonal 
changes we experience every year, the chirping of robins and blossoming of 
spring bulbs and forsythias are welcomed sights and sounds.

Such thoughts of spring (which begins March 21) also reminds us that the date of 
the next NWTHA Easter Egg Hunt is rapidly approaching.  In fact, this year – due 
to the timing of District 204’s spring break (which starts the afternoon of Friday, 
March 23, and extends through Sunday, April 1), our Easter Egg Hunt has been 
scheduled for Saturday, April 7, the day before Easter Sunday.  Not wanting to 
have this event during the spring break, the only alternative was to have the Easter 
Bunny dress in green and arrive on Saturday, March 17 – which not only is St. 
Patrick’s Day, it is too early and too risky because of unpredictable weather.

In any case, the Board of Directors of the North Wheatland Township 
Homeowners Association is looking forward to our 38th year of providing 
community services, including the Easter Egg Hunt.

Be Sure to Support Our Advertisers

Two of the benefits of being a NWTHA member are this bi-monthly newsletter 
and the annual member’s directory.  However, we would not be able to provide 



3

January-
February 
2012

January-
February 
2012

January-
February 
2012

January-
February 
2012

January-
February 
2012

January-
February 
2012

January-
February 

them to you without the important support of each publication’s advertisers.  

Since the advertisers help pay for the printing and mailing of these publications, 
we ask that you acknowledge their support of the NWTHA by giving them your 
business whenever possible.  This year, thanks to the hard work of NWTHA 
Newsletter/Directory Advertising Committee Chair Laura Gerrity, the newsletter 
and annual directory include several familiar advertisers, plus a new one.

Back as newsletter-cover advertisers are Oxford Bank, The Growing Place 
(owned by NWTHA members Rich and Carol Massat), Pieroni’s Pizza,     
Electrical Concepts, Around the House – A Division of Hymers Construction Co. 
(owned by NWTHA member Tom Hymers), Becky Fabian of John Greene 
Realtor, and Double E Septic Service. Special thanks to these advertisers – all of 
whom have supported us with their ads for several years.

Also, returning as advertisers, on the inside pages, are Seabreeze West 
Remodeling Inc. (owned/operated by NWTHA member Keith Druek), JR Lawn 
Service (NWTHA member John Rodriguez), R Electrician, A & G Rental, 
Meadow Equipment Sales & Service, A-Keveloh Plumbing, eye-care/services 
provider Dr. Alan Knotek (who is a NWTHA member), Jeff’s Small Engine 
Repair, Pat Drendel Concrete (NWTHA member Ben Drendel), Dr. Lacey 
Alexander (chiropractic physician), Naperville Dental Center (Dr. Miloslava 
Miller), Opal Enterprises, Schmidt Exteriors, and The Democratic Party of 
Wheatland Township. A new newsletter advertiser this year is American Bank & 
Trust (NWTHA member Tim Gerrity).

In addition, we want to acknowledge the excellent work of Advance Offset Press, 
which is printing our newsletter for the 12th consecutive year.

With regard to the annual directory of members and other info, you should receive 
it within a couple weeks (hopefully sooner).  We are happy to say that most of last 
year’s advertisers are back again, including Colbert Custom Framing & Gallery, 
Quantz Small Engine Repair, Traverso’s Restaurant, Pieroni’s Pizza, Callahan 
Sealcoating, A & G Rental, Exterior Designers Inc., Tail Waggers, Play It Again 
Sports, our NWTHA law firm of Brooks, Tarulis, & Tibble, Carl’s Septic Service, 
DuPage Water Conditioning, Wheatland Realty, Showalter Roofing, Lisle Auto-
motive & Tires, the Naperville Dental Center (Dr. Miloslava Miller), five Repub-
lican Will County Board reps, and Susan S. Lewis Ltd., Certified Public 
Accountants. 
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First-time directory advertisers include Midwest Truck Works (owned by 
NWTHA President Ken Hagenbaumer), American Bank & Trust (NWTHA 
member Tim Gerrity), Kitchen Solvers (NWTHA members Chris & Cheryl 
Catalano), Temp Tech Corp. (heating & cooling), Service Septic Systems 
(NWTHA member Ron Laatz), Dean’s Dugout, and Susan S. Lewis Financial 
Advisor.  Back again is Holistic Chiropractic and Healing Arts Center (Dr. Kent 
Christianson, a NWTHA member). Also, special thanks to Minuteman Press,
which will be printing the directory for the 13th consecutive year.

Santa, Magician Entertain NWTHA Kids

On December 10, the commons area of Gregory Middle School was filled with 
Christmas music and more than 60 NWTHA happy kids, as well as their parents/ 
grandparents. They were there for the 37th annual NWTHA Children’s Christmas 
Party – which included the magic tricks and balloon creations of Andrew 
Noyszewski from Jelly Bean Productions and, of course, a visit from Santa Claus 
(Greg Nesman), who took lots of gift orders and passed out presents to the kids.  

Many thanks go out to several more individuals who helped make this year's party
a success, including NWTHA Children’s Social Committee Chairperson Adrienne
Fleming, who coordinated the event and did a little or a lot of everything.  Also,  
Gerry Schremp and Melissa Zielke were Santa’s helpers and also wrapped 
presents along with Sue Zielke; Laura Gerrity, Kim Coultis, Stephanie Steen and 
Gerry and her family helped with set-up chores prior to the party; and Carrie 
Garcia and her family helped clean up after the party.  Further, special thanks to 
Gerry Schremp for providing bowling passes to the school-aged children who 
RSVPd in advance of the party, and thanks to Big Apple Bagels for the coffee and 
trays of bagels.  Without their dedication, time, effort and thoughtfulness, we 
wouldn't have been able to have such a great event.

By the way, our first try at seeking donations of canned goods for Loaves & 
Fishes was a success.  The NWTHA Board thanks to all who generously brought 
food items to the Christmas party. They were delivered by Adrienne and 
gratefully accepted by Loaves and Fishes.  Lots of kudos to Kim Coultis for 
coming up with this idea.  We’ll do it again next year for sure 

In addition to the Christmas Party photos on the next page, a photo album has 
been posted on the NWTHA’s website (www.nwtha.com) & on our Facebook
page.  Also, Adrienne’s husband, Stephen Fleming, took photos of each child 
when he/she was sitting on Santa’s lap; these photos are available between now 
and Easter by emailing Adrienne at adrienne.flmng@gmail.com
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NWTHA Children’s Christmas Party – 12/10/11

Photos
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NWTHA Donates Cookies, Fudge to Fire Station #5

For the 10th consecutive year, the NWTHA Board decided to help celebrate the 
holiday season with a special year-end appreciation gift – dozens of homemade 
cookies and some fudge – for each shift of firefighters at Naperville Fire Station 
#5, at 87th Street and Naperville-Plainfield Road, which serves our area. NOTE:
The firefighters work 24-hour shifts, which begin at 7 a.m. each day.

Thanks go to Community Services Com-
mittee Chairperson Kim Coultis, left, 
who coordinated this effort and deliv-
ered the cookies and fudge – accomp-
anied by her husband, Sean, and their

two children.  The delicious cookies
and fudge were baked/donated by Kim,                   

Laura Gerrity, Bobbie Paskvalich, Pat 
Marco, Adrienne Fleming, Brigette Gott,                                                                
Patti Nugent and a couple other NWTHA

members, whose names we don’t know 
(but special thanks to you as well).  Also,                                                                

Rosati’s Pizza donated three extra
large pizzas; Olive Garden provided

two party-size salads; and Buffalo
Wings & Rings gave 50 wings to the

fire fighters, who were very happy 
and appreciative of being remembered.

38th Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Knoch Knolls Park 

The first children’s social event of the new year will be the 38th

annual NWTHA Easter Egg Hunt, which will start at Noon sharp
on Saturday, April 7, at Knoch Knolls Park on the south side of 
Knoch Knolls Road (east of N-P Road, and east of Seiler and West 
Streets; park in the main lot and walk east from the Wigwam).  
As usual, the kids (aged 10 and under) will meet the Easter Bunny 
and gather lots of prize-filled “eggs”. Be sure to bring a bag or 
basket to hold all the goodies.  RAIN DATE:  Saturday, April 14 –
also at Noon.
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“Beauty and the Beast” Coming to Neuqua Valley H.S. Auditorium

One of the hottest tickets in town this spring will be offered by the Indian Prairie 
Educational Foundation (IPEF), which has scheduled another one of AlphaBet 
Soup Production’s popular children’s plays.  Now in its 24th season of putting on 
unique, original renditions of well-known fairy tales, the AlphaBet Soup actors 
and actresses will present “Beauty and the Beast” at 1 p.m. Saturday, March 
10, at the Neuqua Valley High School auditorium.  

Well-received by both kids and adults, the AlphaBet Soup productions are
popular because they’re both good and inexpensive – only $5/ticket.  Info about 
ordering tickets is now available at the IPEF web-site –
www.204foundation.com.

Any profits from this event will go to support educational enrichment programs 
and projects for District 204 students – specifically, those programs sponsored by 
the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation, which has raised & donated more than 
$3 million for such enrichments since its inception in 1988.  The IPEF receives 
donations/grants from area businesses, civic groups, parents, and staff members.

2012 Brush Pick-ups – Spring & Fall

According to the Wheatland Township Highway Department, brush will be 
picked up in front of your home (roadside) during the weeks of April 9-13,
May 14-18, June 11-15, September 10-14, and October 8-12. We will remind 
you of these pick-ups in the newsletter, but mark your calendar now.  For more 
information, call 630-717-0092 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

NWTHA Board Member Gets Unsafe Douglas Road Condition Corrected 

Upon noticing an exposed sewer pipe that had no fill around it – on Douglas 
Road, where it intersects with Book Road, our new NWTHA Roads, Traffic & 
Safety Committee Chairman Scott Bishop realized that this could be a dangerous 
situation.  If a heavy snow were to fall, this void around the sewer pipe would be 
concealed, so the roadway would appear to be level and safe when it actually was 
not.  Vehicle drivers could have a false sense of safety/security when driving over 
the hazard and end up in the hole beneath.

When Scott called McNally Construction and spoke with a gentleman named 
Tony, who was one of their project managers, he explained that the asphalt 
patching of any cuts into roadway areas at this location was the responsibility of
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When Scott called McNally Construction and spoke with a gentleman named 
Tony, who was one of their project managers, he explained that the asphalt 
patching of any cuts into roadway areas at this location was the responsibility of 
Oak Hill Builders, who "dropped the ball'" with regards to properly resurfacing 
these road "cut" areas before the cold weather set in. Within 48 hours, Tony was 
able to forward a price quote to Oak Hill and received the okay to do a 
"temporary cold patch" to the affected roadway hazard on Douglas Road.

McNally Construction has been very courteous and accommodating regarding 
road safety issues that Scott has brought to their attention since last fall, when all 
the excavating at Douglas and Book started (see photos below) – in order to 
install/extend sanitary (sewer) lines from a pump station (on the north side of 
Douglas in The Paddocks) to the Stillwater property that is under development by 
Oak Hill Builders across Book Road (to the west).

Last fall, Scott noticed that the gravel used to fill a cut across Douglas had settled 
(after a rain), which could have led to the creation of a sinkhole.  After he talked
to the project foreman about this potential safety issue, the foreman mad sure that 
steel plates were installed over the road cuts, thus avoiding further settling of the 
gravel, which could have caused damage to neighborhood vehicles. Scott said that 
the foreman was "very understanding and apologized."

    

In addition, Scott has been trying to get the City of Naperville to replace burned-
out lights (not the traffic-signal lights) at two major intersections in our area.  A
couple of these lights – located at the northwest corner of Naperville-Plainfield 
Road and 87th Street (by the fire station) – still have not been replaced – despite 
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Scott’s phone calls over 2-3 weeks (be sure that he will continue to call about this 
problem); but the other lights at Book Road & 87th Street have been replaced.

Also, Scott called David Dressler, the builder/designer of the mega home with the 
mega foundation at the east end of Perkins Court. At the beginning of December,
he was told by a secretary that construction at this site will be moving forward in 
early spring. Scott added: “But we will wait to see it before believing it!”

If you know of other road, traffic or safety problems in your subdivision (e.g., 
missing street signs, burn-out street lights, speeding vehicles, etc.), give Scott a 
call at 788-9910 or email him at smovesalot@yahoo.com

By the way, Scott is a candidate for committeeman for Wheatland Township’s 
new Precinct 6 (which includes Country View Estates and most of Wheatland 
View north of Leverenz Road).  In this capacity, he hopes to be able to continue 
getting things done for our NWTHA neighborhoods!

National Do Not Call Registry

The National Do Not Call Registry, which is managed by the Federal Trade 
Commission, gives you a choice about whether to receive telemarketing calls at 
home. Most telemarketers should not call your number once it has been on the 
registry for 31 days. If they do, you can file a complaint at its Website. You can 
register your home or mobile phone for free.

To add your number to the Registry you can call 1-888-382-1222 from the phone 
you wish to register, or go to www.donotcall.gov and click on “Register a Phone 
Number” in the left column of this web page. 

Contrary to what some people are being told, your registration will not 
expire. Telephone numbers placed on the National Do Not Call Registry will 
remain on it permanently (unless you change your number or it is disconnected) 
due to the Do-Not-Call Improvement Act of 2007, which became law in February 
2008. You can read more about it at www.ftc.gov/opa/2008/04/dncfyi.shtm

Will County Provides Mobile Workforce Center

In order to help residents who are searching for jobs, Will County has introduced 
the Mobile Workforce Center, a state-of-the-art computer lab that travels to 
communities throughout the County.
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The closest stop for NWTHA members is in Bolingbrook – at the Illinois 
Department of Economic Security office, which is located at 321 Quadrangle 
Drive – at 9:30 a.m. each Monday. Also, vehicle stops in Plainfield – 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays at the Plainfield Public Library.

Equipped with the latest technology, the Mobile Workforce Center provides 
access to information on job openings, resume writing assistance, keyboarding 
lessons, internet job searches, and other job search resources – which are many of 
the same services available at the Workforce Services Division offices in 
downtown Joliet.

The Will County workforce system is built upon the concept of partnerships.  For 
example, the Workforce Investment Board is comprised of both public and private 
sector partners who help guide the activities of the Will County Workforce 
Services Division.  As a result, businesses looking for qualified employees and 
residents looking for jobs can access a range of services through the County’s 
one-stop system.  

In addition, Will County’s local workforce system is connected to the Illinois 
WorkNet system (www.illinoisworknet.com), which gives users an access point to 
a larger network of job opportunities and services.

For more information about the Will County Workforce Investment Board or Will 
County Workforce Services Division, visit www.willcountyworkforceboard.com 
or www.jobs4people.org

Will County Board Update

By Charles “Chuck” Maher, Naperville resident representing District 4

This past year saw Will County’s bond rating increase from ‘AA’ to ‘AA+’. The 
ratings, like a consumer’s credit score, help to secure the best interest rates when 
the county borrows money. The County’s improved new rating will save taxpayers 
thousands of dollars in interest and reaffirm that the county is on the right track to 
eventually obtain the highest rating of AAA.  

To help us stay on track, as chair of the Board’s Capital Improvements Committee, 
I worked to develop a master plan for the county along with fellow board members.  
This plan provides us with a roadmap that will be used in navigating future 
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development and growth as well as helping to maintain our great credit rating and 
continuing to save money for our residents. In this process, we have uncovered 
many opportunities to evaluate the duplications of services between agencies.  
We are already holding meetings to discuss how we can streamline these services.
As vice-chair of the finance committee, I also worked closely with the board
to make sure we provided property tax relief when we approved a balanced 
$170.4 million corporate fund budget for the 2011-2012 fiscal year.  As a result, 
homeowners will see a reduction in the County portion of their tax bills. It’s 
not much, but we are maintaining and attempting to do more with less. I am well 
aware of the challenging times many of our residents are going through and 
believe this is one way elected officials can put money back in the pockets of Will 
County homeowners. Elected officials need to remember that there are many 
government bodies but Only One Body of Tax Payers!

Another way the board is trying to save money for residents and small business 
owners is by paving the way to negotiate lower electricity rates.  More than 20
municipalities in Will County got together to form the Will Utility Aggregation 
Group (WUAG), which would bid out to electricity suppliers on behalf of their 
members.  Because of the size of Will County, we will be able to offer the same 
service to the unincorporated residents of our county.

Illinois deregulated electricity in 1997 in order to open the marketplace to 
competition.  Before a January 2011 court ruling, electricity companies new to 
Illinois had no efficient way to deliver their product to consumers because the 
infrastructure is owned and maintained by ComEd.  The ruling allows new 
electricity providers to use the existing infrastructure and bill consumers through 
ComEd.

The idea of aggregation is leveraging a large group to negotiate better rates. The 
savings for the average homeowner could be as much as $200 annually.  This is 
a win-win situation, but voters must approve a referendum question on the March 
20 ballot in order for us to move forward.  If approved, residents will still have 
multiple chances to opt-out of the program.  I urge you to educate yourself for the 
vote on Election Day, March 20th.

Finally, a number of years ago I chaired an ad-hoc utility committee that explored 
the idea of harnessing the methane gas from the Will County-owned Prairie View 
Landfill and converting it into electricity to sell on the grid.  This project is all 
about local government working outside of the box to find ways to bring in more 
revenues to benefit its citizens without raising taxes.  The innovative green 
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initiative has the potential to eventually provide over a million dollars annually for 
the county.  I am happy to report that, with the assistance of Waste Management,
the renewable energy facility is now online and turning trash into a sellable, 
usable energy resource for the county. Currently, the operation is generating 
enough electricity to power 3,800 homes. This is a great example of how elected 
officials should examine and leverage all of their existing resources.

I look forward to continuing to serve you, and please feel free to contact me 
anytime at chuck.maher@gmail.com. You can also contact Suzanne Hart at 
Suzannehartwillcounty@yahoo.com. Suzanne, even though she is new to the 
County Board, has been working diligently for the citizens of Naperville and Will 
County, bringing the same energy she showed on the Naperville Park Board.

As many of you know, there is a primary coming up on March 20. If elected to 
the new Will County Board District 11, Suzanne and will continue to work hard 
for the families in your unincorporated areas. Please let us know how we can help 
you and your neighbors.

Please follow the Board’s activities online at: www.willcountyboard.com or
www.facebook.com/willcounty or www.twitter.com/willcountyboard

ELECTION DAY:  Tuesday, March 20

If you are not registered and you want to vote in the Illinois Primary on March 20,
you have until February 21 (30 days before the election) to get registered.

Although there is no election for township or Dist. 204 School Board positions,
there will be a General Primary to select federal, state and Will County candidates 
who then will be on the ballot for the November 6 General Election.  The Will 
County positions up for election include Auditor, Coroner, Chief Executive 
Officer, Circuit Clerk, Recorder of Deeds, State’s Attorney, and the Will County 
Board of Commissioners (we will be represented by two commissioners – instead 
of the current six – who will be elected to serve the new District 11 starting 
December 1). In addition, Wheatland Township precinct committeemen will be 
elected on March 20 – NOTE: One of the two Republican candidates who are 
seeking to be Precinct 6 committeeman is NWTHA Roads, Traffic and Safety 
Committee Chairman Scott Bishop. Good Luck, Scott.
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There also is a referendum related to supplying electricity to residential and small 
commercial retail customers in unincorporated Will County (see preceding 
report/article by Will County Board member Chuck Maher).

You can register nearby at the Wheatland Township Administrative Office,
31W236 91st Street (call first, 851-3952) or by contacting Will County Board 
member Chuck Maher (642-2616) or current Precinct 7 Committeeman Roger 
Sheeman (673-3363).  Any registrar can register Republicans, Democrats, 
Independents, and any others. 

NOTE: There also is grace period registration/voting for individuals who 
were unable to register to vote or change their address prior to the close of 
registration (February 21). From the 27th through the 7th day prior to an election 
(February 22 through March 13), grace period registration/voting is only 
available in the Will County Clerk’s Office, 302 N. Chicago Street, Joliet, IL.  
Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 
noon.  In this case, however, you have to vote on the same day you register –
which means you will NOT be able to vote on Election Day.

New Precincts and Polling Places
When voting on March 20 (6 a.m. to 7 p.m.), most NWTHA members will be 
going to a different polling-place location than where they last voted (except for 
those who live in new Precinct 10). In the process of redistricting, Will County
eliminated a total of 142 precincts, which means 1,200 to 1,300 registered voters 
per precinct.  As a result, NWTHA members reside and now will vote in five of 
Wheatland Township’s 30 precincts (previously, there were 40 precincts):

Precinct #5 – Residents of Shell Lake & west side of Book Road will now vote in
                        the Stillwater Clubhouse, 2308 87th Street
Precinct #6 – Residents of Country View Estates, Wheatland View (north side and
                        north of Leverenz Rd and east of Book Rd, including Acorn Estates)
                       will vote at Clow Elementary School, 1301 Springdale Circle
Precinct #7 – Residents of Sunset Ridge will vote in the Breckenridge Clubhouse,
                        2852 Breckenridge Lane
Precinct #9 – Residents of Wheatland View(south side  and south of Leverenz and
                        east of Book, including Curtis, Davidson and Joyce) will vote at
                        Gregory Middle School, 2621 Springdale Circle 
Precinct #10 – Residents of River Crest & on Knoch Knolls Road, Mayfield Court
will continue to vote at the Breckenridge Clubhouse, 2852 Breckenridge Lane
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Early Voting
The first day for Early Voting was Monday, February 9; the last day is Thursday, 
March 15.  Although you can cast such votes at the County Clerk’s office in 
Joliet, the most convenient Early Voting location for you is the Wheatland 
Township Administrative Office at 31W236 91st Street (Wheatland Industrial 
Park) – between the hours of 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday or 9 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday – but only from February 27 
through March 15..

Absentee Ballots 

If you have or know of a college student who is registered to vote in Wheatland 
Township but is away at school, if you are an incapacitated or disabled voter, if 
you expect to be out of the county/state/country on Election Day or if you will be 
engaged in election duties or will be a judge serving outside your precinct, that 
student or you can still vote by absentee ballot.  

To get an application for an absentee ballot, call the Will County Clerk's        
office  (1-815-740-4632) or visit the clerk’s website, which you will find at  
http://www.willclrk.com/images/webnsv/absentee2.htm After completing and 
returning the application, you will receive a ballot, which you must complete/re-
turn to the Clerk by Election Day.  

Or, you can cast an absentee ballot in person at the Clerk's office (through March 
15) or at the Wheatland Township Administrative Office, 31W236 91st Street 
(Wheatland Industrial Park) – starting February 27 through March 15.

Voter Information Guide

In February, registered voters will be mailed a Voter Information Guide, which 
contains details about the March 20 General Primary, including polling places, 
voting sites, and information about how to become an election judge for future 
elections.  Also, this mailing will include a sample ballot that will show all the 
candidates for which you are eligible to vote.

For more information about the election – and post-election results, visit the Will
County Clerk’s website at www.thewillcountyclerk.com.
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District 204 High Schools Named Grammy Semifinalists

The Grammy Foundation has announced that Metea Valley, Neuqua Valley, and 
Waubonsie Valley High Schools are among the 125 schools nationwide that have 
been selected as Grammy Signature School semifinalists for 2012. Finalists will 
be announced in mid-March and the selected schools will receive a custom award 
and a grant ranging from $1,000 to $10,000 to benefit their music program.

Created in 1998, the Grammy Signature Schools program recognizes top U.S. 
public high schools that are making an outstanding commitment to music edu-
cation during an academic school year. Both Neuqua Valley and Waubonsie
Valley have previously won multiple Grammy awards, including Neuqua Valley 
being recognized as the top music program the country. 

"Each of these semifinalist schools should be commended for their commitment 
to keeping the arts in their curriculum for the long-term benefits of their students,"
said Neil Portnow, President/CEO of The Recording Academy and the Grammy 
Foundation.

The selection process for Grammy Signature Schools begins each year in August 
when the Grammy Foundation mails notification to more than 20,000 public high 
schools from districts large and small, urban, suburban and rural, requesting 
information about each school's music program. After the applications are scored, 
finalists are identified and asked to submit additional documentation, such as 
recordings of school concerts, sample concert programs and repertoire, which is 
then reviewed by an independent blue-ribbon committee of top music educators 
and professionals to determine the schools that merit Grammy Signature School 
status.

Two Fundraisers at Clow

Clow Elementary School’s PTA has scheduled two important fundraising events 
again this spring.  The first is a PLANT SALE that will begin on April 2, when 
pre-order forms will go home with the kids.

The sale – flowering plants in flats, baskets and pots, and strawberry plants – will 
continue until April 16, when all order forms are due.  The delivery of the pre-
ordered plants to Clow (pick-up day) is tentatively scheduled for Friday, May 11, 
just prior to Mother’s Day, which is Sunday, May 13! This year, in addition to 
the pre-ordered plants, a limited number and selection of plants will be available 
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on pick-up day at Clow – for purchase by people who might see something that they 
had not ordered.

If you are interested in placing an order, you can contact a Clow student who
lives near you or download the order form that’s available at Clow’s website –
http://clow.ipsd.org/pta.asp Or you can email your address and contact info to 
PTA President Patty Schiewe at pschiewe@att.net or PTA Vice President Shelly 
Lambert at eyebiz2@aol.com so that an order form can be sent to you!  

The prices of the plants are very reasonable; so don’t miss out on this 
opportunity!

The next big fundraising event will be the COUGAR TRAIL TROT on
Saturday, April 15, at Springbrook Prairie! Registration forms are available 
online at http://clow.ipsd.org/pta_cougar_trail_trot.html

Actually, there will be two trots, rain or shine:

1-Mile Fun Run $12 including t-shirt 8:30 am start
5K Trail Race $25 including t-shirt 9:15 am start

The above are early-bird entrance fees.  After April 2, the fee for each race 
increases by $5.00 and t-shirts cannot be guaranteed for late registrants.  You may 
drop registration forms off at Clow School’s Main Office.

Clow, Welch Seek 2012-13 Kindergarteners

Children who will be five years old on or before September 1, 2012, are 
eligible to be enrolled in District 204’s all-day kindergarten program or the 
traditional half-day kindergarten during the 2012-13 school year.  If you are a 
parent or have a neighbor who is a parent of such a child, it is very important for 
you to help Clow and Welch Elementary Schools plan ahead – which requires 
having an accurate count of these first-time kindergarteners.

The hours for each of these kindergarten options are as follows:

• All-day – 9:05 a.m. - 3:35 p.m.
• Half-day – 9:05 - 11:50 a.m. or 12:50 - 3:35 p.m.  (Each child will be 

assigned to either a.m. or p.m.)
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If you have such a child entering kindergarten, hopefully you have already picked
up and returned the pre-registration form j(which was due January 27). By 
completing this form, you are making a preliminary decision about whether to 
register your child for the half-day or full-day kindergarten program.  Also, this 
pre-registration helps the schools to make decisions regarding the number of 
students/sections, subdivision distribution, and busing requirements.  

All of this information is especially important because, in order for any District 
204 school to have the half-day program, at least 21 students must be registered.
If fewer than 21 are enrolled, a decision will have to be made regarding where 
(which school) this class will be taught and who might have to be bused to get to 
that class.  (NOTE: The final decision on where the half-day classes will be 
taught will not be made until after the final registration deadline of May 25.
However, the full-day program will be offered at each of the district’s 21 
elementary schools, with no minimum-number-of-students requirement.)

If you haven’t picked up and completed this pre-registration form, you should do 
so as soon as possible by going to the main office at Clow (1301 Springdale 
Circle) or Welch (2620 Leverenz Road).  Or you can call Clow (428-6060) or 
Welch (428-7200) to have the form mailed to you.

There will be a Kindergarten Parent Preview Night – 7 p.m. Monday, March 12,
in Clow’s LMC and at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 12, in Welch’s gymnasium.  
During these meetings (which are designed for parents or guardians only), more 
details about the kindergarten experience and registration requirements/deadlines 
will be provided.  Also, at the end of these preview meetings, you will be able to 
fill out a form to inform your school if you wish to change your placement choice 
on the pre-registration form.

Then, in April or early May, formal registration packets will be sent to parent 
homes, to be completed and returned as soon as possible – but no later than     
May 25. Orientation for Kindergarten students is Monday, August 22, while 
the first attendance day for Kindergarten is Tuesday, August 23.

Prairie Children Preschool Accepting Applications for 2012-13

School District 204’s Prairie Children Preschool is now accepting applications  
for the 2012-13 school year.  The preschool offers early childhood education for 
children ages three and four at two locations. Most of the preschool classrooms 
are located on the first floor of the Crouse Education Center in Aurora.  But  
additional classrooms are located in the Frontier building on 95th Street in 
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Naperville.  The program is 2 ½ hours, 4 days a week, Monday-Thursday. Tuition 
is $235 a month.  For application info or to schedule a parent tour, please call 
630-375-3030 or visit http://preschool.ipsd.org.

New Vaccination Requirement for 6th- and 9th-Graders

The Illinois Department of Public Health recently informed school districts of a 
new requirement impacting next year's sixth and ninth grade students. Beginning 
this fall, all students entering sixth and ninth grades will be required to show 
proof of Tdap vaccination along with the school physical form required for these 
grades. Tdap is a vaccine recommended to protect against tetanus, diphtheria and 
pertussis (whooping cough).

District 204's Health Services Department is bringing this new requirement to the 
attention of parents now so that they have ample time to check with their medical 
provider to meet this requirement. Your child will be subject to exclusion from 
school on or before September 24, 2012, without proof of the Tdap vaccine.

If you are unsure if your school has documentation of this requirement being met 
for your child, please contact your school health office.

More information is located on the Health Services website: www.idph.state.il.us
Also, frequently asked questions (FAQ) and answers about this Tdap vaccination 
are available at http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/uploads/Health/TdapVacFAQ.pdf

Old Country Buffet Closes, But New Vietnamese Restaurant Opens

Although the Old Country Buffet has closed – perhaps due to stiff competition 
from the Golden Corral and the Fox Valley Buffet restaurants, at least one new
restaurant has opened in recent months.

For example, a Vietnamese restaurant called Noodle Pho U opened at 3124 S. 
Route 59, near its intersection with 95th Street.  With both dine-in and carry-out 
options, the restaurant has an extensive menu that includes soups (with no MSG), 
rice, chicken, pork, beef, vegetarian, seafood and duck specialties.

It is open from 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and Noon to 9 p.m. Sunday.
For more info, call 630-778-7888 or visit www.noodlesphou.com
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Naperville Tour Group Offers Unique Local Restaurant Experiences

If you like trying different foods and restaurants, you might want to sign up for a 
relatively new three-hour walking tour offered by Naperville Bites and Sites, 
which has a variety of local food tasting and cultural tours.

The idea of the food tours is to sample many different foods prepared by at least 
six diverse Naperville restaurants.

The first Naperville Bites and Sites tour of the new year will begin at 11:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, February 18 – departing from 200 E. Fifth Avenue, Naperville.

For more information, visit www.napervillefoodtours.com

Special Thanks to Laura and Kim

We’re sad to report that our new Advertising Committee Chair Laura Gerrity and 
Community Service Committee Chair Kim Coultis decided in February to resign 
their positions on the NWTHA Board.  Laura has done a great job of getting all 
the advertising for the 2012 issues of the newsletter and directory.  And Kim and 
her family made our local firefighters happy by organizing the donation of 
cookies, candy and other food items.  Also, both were a big help at last year’s 
annual picnic.  They will be missed, but obligations to jobs and families had to 
come first.  Nevertheless, the Board hopes that they stay involved and perhaps try 
it again in the future.

As a result, the Board again has vacancies to fill for these two positions.  If you 
are interested, please call NWTHA President Ken Hagenbaumer (983-7785) as 
soon as possible

Someone New or Moving Out of Your Neighborhood – Let Us Know!!

NWTHA Vice President and Acting Welcoming Committee Chairman Clint Bull 
would like your help.  He’s responsible for keeping track of who is moving into or 
out of our association membership area and then providing the new neighbors 
with info about becoming a member.  

Due to the economy and the usual reasons for moving, there are more homes up 
for sale than usual.  As a result, Clint would like you to let him know when you 
see a new FOR SALE sign on your street or in your  subdivision or when you 
notice someone moving in or out.  So, please do call him at 961-0175 or email 
him at jhawkbull@yahoo.com
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